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MEMBER OF CHECK CASHING RING PLEADS GUILTY

– Illegal alien

David L. Huber, United States Attorney for the Western District of Kentucky, announced

today that JOSE S. PENADO, of Los Angeles, California, pled guilty in United States District

Court, Louisville, Kentucky, to passing a counterfeit payroll check in the amount of $596.54 at a

bank in Louisville on July 16, 1999.  He also passed three other counterfeit checks at banks in

Lexington, Kentucky.  He was arrested in California on the charge in September last year. 

Penado was part of a check cashing ring from California which passed counterfeit business

payroll checks at banks in Kentucky, Indiana and Texas.  Six of the seven other members of the ring

have pled guilty and been sentenced. Penado is also an illegal alien subject to deportation.  He was

previously deported to his home country of El Salvador in 2001.

Chief United States District Court Judge John G. Heyburn II will sentence Penado at a date

to be scheduled.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney James H. Barr and was

investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Louisville Metropolitan Police

Department.
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